214                              France is Divided
tance forces carried out to the letter their orders to upset German
communications. They were soon to receive their reward. Their
heroic contribution has been publicly recognised by General
Eisenhower. The maquisards were promoted to " French Forces
of the Interior ".
The Forces of the Interior were symbolically united with the
Forces of the Empire, the France which had never laid down
her arms came openly into the lists side by side with the
Allies.
The political situation in Algiers resembled the 1944 spring
fever in France. Groups and sub-groups were formed in the
Consultative Assembly. Plans were elaborated for the re-estab-
lishment of the administration in France. There was no lack of
criticism. Freedom of the Press to a certain extent and freedom
of speech were re-established and the people of the Resistance
did not hesitate to make their opinions known. The Committee,
in actual fact a government, adopted the title of " Provisional
Government of the Republic ". (On the very day, the 23rd of
October, 1944, it was recognised by the Allies de jure as the
" Provisional Government of France ", the first traitor of the
" elite", Georges Suarez, was condemned to death in Paris.)
It met the wishes of the people in France and decided in advance
in principle the nationalisation of the great key industries, the
mines and banks. The Socialist leaders became bolder and again
made a plea for the execution of a vast Socialist programme,
being aware that the people would no longer tolerate being
trapped by ** tricksters ". Felix Gouin, the most clear-sighted of
the leaders and the best informed about the work of the Resis-
tance, nevertheless uttered this warning in Fraternite: " We must
be wary, however, because on the fall of Hitler there will be a
vast political upheaval on an international scale which may lead
our democracy and all the other democracies towards a kind of
purified, humanised Fascism of less wild aspect and less fierce
character than that of Berchtesgaden. In the chaos which will
of necessity follow the fall of the European slave system enforced
by Hitler, reactionary and conservative social forces will re-group
immediately and attempt to seize again the reins of control.
This time, however, the people of the Resistance have decided to
keep careful watch that any such attempts be strangled at birth,
if necessary by force."
A complete picture of France in mourning, with hope renewed
but still racked and tortured, in the year of liberation, should
include the papers and reviews that continued to appear with
official blessing. Some of them have been attempting a strategic